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GOD IN HIS WORLD. 



/^^ OD is within the soul. In him it 
lives. God is without the soul. 
In him it moves. God is over all; 
God is beneath all ; God is around all. 
In him the soul has its being. "One 
God, one law, one element." And the 
one God is all, and the one law is di- 
vine, and the one element is divine. 
God fills all time, past, present, and 
future, and eternal, but God is more 
than temporal. God fills all space, 
there, here, everywhere, universal, but 

God is more than space. 
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Therefore the proposition to which I 
ask your thought is that God's presence 
in his world is immediate and personal. 

The proposition is the old doctrine 
of the omnipresence of God. It is also 
the new doctrine of the immanence of 
God. It is the scientific doctrine that 
all we know of the world is that it is 
force, combined with the philosophical 
doctrine that this force is personal. It 
is the song of the poet as well as the 
teaching of the philosopher. 

" I have felt 
... a sense sublime 
Of something far more deeply interfused, 
Whose dwelling is the light of setting suns. 
And the round ocean, and the living air. 
And the blue sky, and the mind of man ; 
A motion and a spirit that impels 
All thinking things, all objects of all thought, 
And rolls through all things." 
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This doctrine is beset by two limita- 
tions. The one is pantheism. God is 
in all, and God is all. But all is not 
God. All the eye sees or the hand 
touches is not God. God is all, and 
more than all, if to the all there may 
be a plus. The law may be called a 
doctrine or a personal pantheism. The 
soul fills and rules the body, but the 
body is not the soul, nor is the soul 
the body. God fills and rules space 
and force, but neither space nor force 
are God, nor is God merely space and 
force. Matter he fills, and the world 
he rules, but matter may vanish and 
the world cease to be, but God is still 
God. This doctrine is also subject to 
a second limitation. It must not be 
interpreted to interfere with the free- 
dom of man. That the will of man is 
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free must still obtain. One may adopt 
Doctor Johnson's short method and say 
"that the will is free, and that is all 
there is about it," or one may reason 
that the will cannot be destroyed by 
divine foreknowledge, and that it is 
not opposed by divine predestination. 
One may speak of the freedom of the 
will as a gift to man out of divine grace, 
or one may call it an essential part of 
manhood itself; but under whatever form 
of reasoning or of interpretation it be 
studied, that man is free to will must 
be asserted as a primary truth. If the 
revelations of self-consciousness be at 
all sound, we are more convinced that 
the human will is free than that God 
exists. 

It is not, however, to an interpreta- 
tion of this doctrine that the presence 
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of God in his world is immediate and 
personal, nor is it to the defence of this 
doctrine that I am to ask your atten- 
tion. But rather my simple purpose is 
- to point out certain results which be- 
long to the realm of character conse- 
quent upon the holding of this doctrine. 
The doctrine that the presence of 
God in his world is immediate and per- 
sonal gives largeness to the conception 
of the present life. For it unites this 
life with the life of God. It gives to 
this life the qualities and elements of 
God's being. In point of time the 
doctrine takes up the temporal life, and 
flings it with its limitations and narrow- 
ness into the depth and breadth and 
height of God's eternal life. In point 
of space the doctrine takes up this life, 
so limited and narrow, and puts it into 
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relation with the divine immensities. 
It makes the present world one with 
all worlds. As says the psalmist: 

'' If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there ; 
if I make my bed in hell, behold, thou art there. 
If I take the wings of the morning, and dwell in 
the uttermost parts of the sea ; even there shall 
thy hand lead me, and thy right hand shall hold 
me." 

Said a young college man, on the day 
of his death, writing to his devoted wife 
thousands of miles away, " I live in the 
ever present consciousness of my God, 
so near, so loving, and so great." The 
life that is cribbed, callowed, and con- 
fined finds itself reconstituted, en- 
larged, enriched, heightened, deepened, 
and widened. The thought of God's 
immediate presence is a great thought 
with which the soul lifts itself. The 
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great thought becomes a great decision 
by which the soul stirs itself, and the 
great decision becomes a great purpose 
to which the soul moves, as stars and 
planets move toward the central sun. 
God does not so much come into the 
soul and there incarnate himself, as 
the soul goes out to God and spir- 
itualises itself in all the divine being. 
The miracle of the incarnation is not 
repeated, but the miracle of the spiritu- 
alisation of the soul is done. Life 
becomes large. It takes on cubical 
relations. Its length is as long as 
God's eternity, its breadth as wide as 
God's being, its height as great ks God's 
character. 

This idea of the immediate divine 
presence gives to the individual life 
fearlessness. In the last fifty years 
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three doctrines have been of peculiar 
significance: the doctrine of historical 
criticism applied to all doctrines, and 
especially to the doctrines of the Holy 
Scriptures; the doctrine of evolution, 
and the new teachings of socialism. 
Strauss published his first "Life of 
Christ " in 1835, and his second " Life " 
in 1864. Seelye issued his "Ecce 
Homo" in 1865. Charles Darwin is- 
sued the "Origin of Species" in 1859 
and the "Descent of Man" in 187 1. 
When Strauss published his "Life of 
Christ," it was said by some that 
" Christianity has vanished. It has in- 
deed become a myth." When Darwin 
published his great book, it was said 
that " Genesis and Revelation have be- 
come as valueless as the last romance." 
But Strauss is dead, and his mythical 
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theory is indeed a myth, and the teach- 
ings of Charles Darwin are now be- 
lieved to be in thorough, accord with 
the first chapter of Genesis and the 
last chapter of Revelations. Nay, it 
is by some believed that the develop 
ment hypothesis in the first records is 
simply the poetical expression for the 
scientific record read by Darwin, and 
that the song of the angels in Revela- 
tions represents the highest develop- 
ment of the purified spirit of man. In 
all these movements God is present, 
and over them all he is supreme. The 
whole creation, not only material but 
also intellectual, groaneth and trav- 
aileth in pain, but in it all God is, 
and out of it cometh forth the birth 
of a thought fuller and fresher and 
mightier of God himself. Not only 
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can one say to the fearful, " Fear not, 
— the boat carries Caesar," but one can 
also say, " Fear not, for not only does 
the boat carry the divine one, but the 
boat is divine, the ocean is divine, and 
the sky over all is divine." No' harm, 
lasting or ultimate, can come to the 
soul that lives in God and for God and 
by God. For oneself and for the race 
one can have no fear. For God is 
present. The eternal God is thy ref- 
uge, and ufider thee are the everlasting 
arms. 

Be it also said that the sense of the 
omnipresence of God gives to one's 
work the highest motives and the no- 
blest enthusiasms. Work in humanity's 
humdrum day tends to become weari- 
ness, labour becomes laboriousness, 
service loses its wings, and becomes 
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weight. Men fail to appreciate, and 
men do not forget to scorn. Failure 
crowns endeavour. The course of the 
ordinary man, in the ordinary work, 
under the ordinary conditions, is like 
the course of the French peasant, which 
the modern French artist delights to 
paint : heaviness, weight, weariness, are 
embodied in the bending shoulder and 
in the slowly moving body. But the 
fact that God is, and that he is in his 
world in his own day, gives to each 
man working, spring and buoyancy. 
Work ceases to be merely human, and 
becomes divine service. The smile of 
ridicule or the smile of pity no longer 
weigh. The presence of God gives 
calmness without giving stagnation, in- 
tensity without boisterousness, courage 
without boldness, perseverance without 
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hardness, hopefulness without rashness, 
and vision without visionariness. 

Of that great English schoolmaster, 
Edward Thring, it is said that "from 
the time he came to Uppingham, a 
young and perhaps overconfident en- 
thusiast, through years of work and 
weariness, of mingled success and dis- 
appointment, to the day thirty-four 
years later when, suddenly stricken, he 
turned away, a dying man, from the 
altar of his noble chapel, with the 
words of the communion service upon 
his lips, this thought that he was doing 
a work for God, and under his immedi- 
ate eye, never forsook him. In every 
crisis of an anxious life it was the cen- 
tral and sustaining thought, which gave 
new courage." Upon every worker the 
presence of God may have a similar 
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influence. Such an influence rested 
upon Milton, labouring in his great 
Taskmaster's eye. Such an influence 
rested upon Lincoln in redeeming the 
nation. Such an influence must rest 
upon every worker who hopes to secure 
the highest results under the best con- 
ditions. 

This doctrine gives added sacredness 
to life. This life becomes more holy 
and sacred because God is in it as 
beginning and as ending, and as a 
constant and continuing force. If the 
figure be not too bold, let me say that 
the hand of God rests on all life, and 
the voice of God afiirms that all life is 
his. Not upon Handel composing his 
" Creation," not upon the builder of St. 
Peter's or of the divine temple at Co- 
logne or at Canterbury, not upon the 
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painter of the divine child and his 
mother, does the divine hand rest, or 
is the inspiring thought alone given, 
but to every builder of a humble home 
where God dwells, to every toiler who 
labours in honesty and faithfulness and 
high aim, and to every worker who is 
seeking to re-create the earth into an 
Eden without the serpent, to every man 
who strives to know the true and to 
teach the true, who loves the good and 
arouses other souls to the same divine 
thoughts, to them each and all does life 
become divine and sacred. A distin- 
guished preacher has lately said, " We 
need to ethicise life." The saying is 
true. We need more than ever to 
make life Godly. We need more to 
relate life to God than to men. The 
human relation comes forth from the 
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divine. We need first to love God 
with all our power, and then we can- 
not help loving men not only as well, 
but better than ourselves. One man 
says that we need to make life free. 
Yes, we do. But freedom is not an 
aim, it is a condition. Freedom is a 
means. Freedom is the atmosphere in 
which the bird flies, and is valuable 
only as a minister to life, as the air 
supports the bird in its flight. Let 
life be free in order to make life sacred, 
but let life not be sacred in order to 
make it free. It is also said that life 
should be made strong, and so it 
should. Let Carlisle's Strong Man 
prevail, but let life be sacred in the 
sacredness of God, and it will have 
all the strength which the omnipotence 
of a holy God can bestow. " He had 
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the strength of ten because his heart 
was pure." 

This teaching, too, that the presence 
of God is immediate and personal, helps 
one into a better conception of the sim- 
plicity of living. It is the one principle 
which may help one to a proper sim- 
plicity. For, what a complex life is! 
What a per-plex — to coin a word — 
life is! How manifold the relations 
which meet in one person. How the 
principles of mal-adjustment adjust 
themselves in practice! How oppo- 
site seem intellect and heart! How 
antagonistic feeling and choice! Not 
to untie all its knots, not to unravel 
all its snarled tangles, can any principle 
or method be sufficient, but the prin- 
ciple that God is here, and that God is 
here now, is less insufficient than any 
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other. Two questions have ever per- 
plexed man, and ever will, and to-day 
they are no less perplexing than they 
were in the time of Job and Plato, Sen- 
eca and Paul. The one question is, 
" Does man live after dying ? " and the 
other is, "What is my duty to my 
neighbour ? " To the first is made an- 
swer clear and strong by our doctrine. 
God declares, " So long as I am and so 
long as you are in me, so long you are 
to live. You can cease to live only by 
ceasing to be in me." The soul in 
God is as deathless as God himself. 
Can God die? No more can you in 
God. And to the second question is 
made answer, " Your duty to your neigh- 
bour is the duty of God himself, to help 
and to bless." " So long as I am in you 
and you in me," says God, " and so long 
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as I give to you all, so long you are to 
give to him who is near to you in any 
relation whatever." In all the social 
and socialistic questions that confront 
us, I know of only one principle which 
will help men to see straight and to 
think clear, and that is the principle 
that Grod is here and now. The man 
who feels himself in God, and who 
knows that he is a part of God, is 
the man who will do according to his 
vision all that his neighbour can right- 
fully demand. In the strainings and 
strugglings, in the frettings and fear- 
ings of this time of great social quak- 
ings, the preaching of the just and 
loving God, who is the Father of all 
men, and who therefore constitutes 
all men brethren, will help each man 
to find in every other man's good the 
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rule of his conduct, and in every man's 
character the inspiration for his own 
well being and well doing. 

Be it said, too, that this doctrine 
gives to life a sense of unity. The 
increasing unity of all life characterises 
the fast-dying century. In government, 
we have united Germany, one father- 
land, made from more than a score of 
states of a hundred years ago; united 
Italy, composed of half a score of states 
of a hundred years ago ; and the United 
States of America, more united by far 
than a hundred years ago. The federa- 
tion of all the Anglo-Saxon peoples is 
the rallying-cry of the last years of this 
great age, and already we hear the sug- 
gestion made regarding the organisa- 
tion of the world for the world's better- 
ment and supreme contentment. One 
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humanity, as there is one God I As in 
government, so in the sciences. The 
one force studied in the one law and 
relationship becomes the science of 
physics. The same force studied in 
respect to its constitution and elements 
becomes the science of chemistry. The 
same force studied in respect to its vital 
relations becomes the science of biol- 
ogy. The same force studied in this 
relation becomes geometry, in another, 
astronomy, and so on, in the long and 
ever lengthening line. But more con- 
stant than the increasing oneness of 
matter, more constant than the increas- 
ing oneness of nations, more constant 
than the increasing oneness of man, is 
the assurance that Gk)d is in all and 
over all and through all, and also the 
assurance that as God is over all and 
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through all and in all, so all that God 
is in and all that God is over, is one. 
The soul that lives in such a God finds 
itself not a fraction, but a unit. It it- 
self is whole and complete. The one- 
ness of life in God is the one theme to 
which life's music returns from all the 
sad and glad variations of the Miserere 
and of the Gloria in Excelsis. Yet 
while life is one, it is not sameness. 
The unity of life is the unity of the 
curve, and yet not of the curve, but 
rather of the ascending spiral. For as 
life turns upon itself, it turns upon a 
richer and higher plane. As life turns 
around, life goes up. The doctrine of 
the evolutionary sciences is the doc- 
trine of the theologian. Man is in 
God, and therefore he is to become 
more and more like God, and becom- 
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ing more and more like God, he be- 
comes more Godly, It doth not yet 
appear what we shall be. Birth is your 
first coming into God's being, life is 
your constant coming more and more 
into God's being. Death is the second 
coming, and fuller, into that being. The 
infinite progress of your character be- 
longs to you as living and loving, and 
having your being in God. All that 
the prophets have foreseen, you are to 
behold. All that the philosopher has 
dreamed, you are to find real. All that 
the poet has sung, you are to enjoy. All 
that the priest has promised, you are to 
receive. In ever richer realms of the 
life of God you are to live, so long as 
life is life, and so long as God is God. 
When are flung these great concep- 
tions of largeness, of fearlessness, of 
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sacredness, of simplicity, of unity, and 
of progress over against the yet larger 
canvas of the life of the Christ, one 
sees how the life of God in his soul 
made his own life all that it was. It 
was a large life, was the life of Christ 
Large in time : " Before Abraham was, 
I am," he cries. Large in space: he 
could summon heaven's hosts to help. 
Large in relations : " All power is given 
unto me in heaven and earth." It was 
a fearless life : his peace he gives unto 
his trembling disciples. Of course it 
was a holy life, for he declares, "My 
Father and I are one." It was a 
simple life: "Let not your heart be 
troubled, — ye believe in God, believe 
also in me." It was a life of oneness 
and of progress: the miracle of the 
birth was one with the miracle of 
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the resurrection, and the miracle of the 
resurrection was one with the miracle 
of the ascension. Christ is all this, 
and such supremely, because he was 
the God-man. As each man is filled 
with God and knows that he dwells in 
a world in which every bush is aflame 
with God, does his life become large 
and ttue, holy and simple, complete 
and noble. 

So also in the life of humanity. As 
man has had his hold on God strong 
and firm, as God has filled the soul of 
man, so has been great and brave and 
holy and devoted and infinite the life of 
man himself. Wherever man has not 
had God, there has man become his 
lowest and meanest, his narrowest and 
smallest self. It is a noble sentence of 
Bacon, " It is a heaven upon earth when 
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a man's mind rests on Providence, 
moves in charity, and turns upon the 
poles of truth." And, be it said, when 
a man's mind does rest upon Provi- 
dence, it must move in charity, and it 
cannot but turn on the poles of truth. 
As man rests in God and God rests in 
man, all the blessings of life and of 
power and of truth become his treas- 
ures and his agents. 

** Ring in the valiant man and free, 
The larger heart, the kindlier hand ; 
Ring out the darkness of the land, 

« 

Ring in the Christ that is to be 1 " 

Yes, and as one rings in the Christ 
that is to be, he does ring in the valiant 
man and free ; and as one rings in the 
Christ that is to be, he does ring in 
the larger heart, the kindlier hand; 
and as one rings in the Christ, the 
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Light of the World, he rings out the 
darkness of the land. Humanity be- 
comes large and fearless, holy and 
simple, complete and infinite, and God 
is knoMm and felt and loved in and of 
this world of ours. 



THE END. 
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